President’s Report 1- 2019

A belated happy New Year to all. I've had a few other things to contend with over
the past few months, however, I am recovering reasonably well by acting in
accordance with the advice given by my surgeon, and follow-up advice from my

medical practitioners.

HMAS Sydney 2 Plaque in the Shrine Gardens: This Plaque has been refurbished
and relocated to the HMAS Sydney 1 tree, which is slightly closer to the Shrine
itself. I think those who saw the condition it was in, as illustrated in my last report,
will be heartened to see that it has been refurbished and sited in its new position.
Photographs enclosed.



HMAS Sydney 3 Plaque: This Plaque has been manufactured at a cost to the
Association of $484. This will now be sited at the HMAS Sydney 1 tree along with
the other two Plaques commemorating the service of HMAS Sydney 1 and 2. I don’t
think I need to remind anyone that this new Plaque commemorates for posterity the
service of HMAS Sydney 3, 1948-1973, which encompasses our service during the
Vietnam era, 1965-1972. Photograph enclosed.

HMAS Sydney Commemoration Service: This service has been shifted from
Tuesday 19 November to Sunday 17 November 1130 for 1200. This is to allow for
the dedication of the refurbished HMAS Sydney 2 Plaque to be undertaken, and the
unveiling of the new HMAS Sydney 3 Plaque to be dedicated on the same day. This
has much significance to those of our members who served in Sydney 3 during not
only the Vietnam era, but Korea and Malaysia as well. Being on a Sunday may make
the difference for those who might wish to avoid attending on a week day,

especially with its associated chaos on the roads.

Frederick Ian McLeod Dryden: Fred’s name now appears on the Donor Board at
the Shrine of Remembrance. His name is also recorded in the Shrine’s Annual
Report 2017-2018 at page 52 of same. A fitting tribute to a man who did so much for

others, and never sought fame or fortune for his efforts on behalf of us all.

Contaminated Water: I have located a Declaration from Dr Jochen Muller, one of
the team of scientists involved in the water contamination investigation of 2002,

confirming that the resultant study has been peer reviewed on at least three separate



occasions, which is contrary to the fallacious claims by both the Department of
Veterans Affairs (DVA) and the Repatriation Medical Authority (RMA). In coming

days I will scan and circulate this document for everyone’s perusal.

The Federal Court of the United States: This Court of Appeal has, by a majority of
nine to two, ordered the US DVA to allow claims for Agent Orange exposure to
those who served in what has become to be known as the Blue Water Navy. In other
words, those ships that served off the coast of Vietnam, as compared to those who
served in the coastal and riverine waters of South Vietnam, commonly known as the
Brown Water Navy. Both this ruling by the Federal Court in the USA, and the
Jochen Muller Declaration, cast serious doubts on the arguments of the DVA
regarding ‘a lack of peer review of the 2002 study” and ‘lack of exposure offshore.’
For further reference, members might like to try downloading the following two

articles http://www.smithsonianmag.com/smart-news/court-rules-navy-personnel-

eligible-agent-orange or http://psmag.com/news/court-of-appeals-rules-in-favor-of-

blue-water-vietham-veterans

Shipp Division: A presentation by members of this association and members of the
VVAA Education Team, scheduled for 6 February, was cancelled due to inclement
weather conditions. I seem to remember that this was the day of 44 plus deg C and a
brisk northerly blowing just to accentuate the humid conditions. A response was
received from the Divisional Officer, Lt. Andrea Lock, who totally understood, and
was looking forward to seeing as many as could make it at the next Shipp Division

graduation.

As the publication ‘Out of Sight” has sold out I was without a prize to present at the
next graduation. In the interim, I purchased, and have since been reimbursed by the
association, for an excellent hardcover book titled “The Shipwreck Hunter’ by none
other than David Mearns, the person deeply involved in finding HMAS Sydney 2,

and the Kormoran, off the Western Australian coast.

Invitation to Shipp Division Passing Out Parades: Members who wish to attend
are more than welcome. The next scheduled passing out parade of Shipp Division is
down for Friday 21 June, 0930 for 1000. Those wishing to attend should contact
either the Hon. Secretary or myself so that your details, and those of your vehicle,

are recorded for Security purposes.
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Statements of Principle (SOPs): I have noted with some degree of satisfaction that
the SOPs for Dupuytren’s Disease, SOP 9 of 2019, and Meniere’s Disease SOP 108 of
2015, now have more than the sole factor of ‘Inability to obtain proper medical
treatment’. These changes can be made provided you have the time and the
wherewithal to state a case, research each disease in turn, taking into logical
consideration its relationship to the conditions of your service. Any eligible ex-
service person can do this, but this process is preferably done with the assistance of
people with professional knowledge of the symptoms and causes of the condition
which is claimed to be deficient. To then have thoroughly researched several other
factors which could be considered causes of the condition claimed, which could be
appended to the existing SOP. For example, concussion was not a factor in the
original SOP for Meniere’s Disease, now it is. The use of vibrating tools over a long

period was not a factor in the original SOP for Dupuytren’s Disease, now they are.

Appeal to the Members: I am seeking a copy of a book titled ‘Century of Silent
Service’ by Graham Seal and Lloyd Blake. Its main theme is about Australian
submarines. If anyone out there has a copy they no longer want, or are prepared to
lend, I would be extremely grateful.

Future Directions: It is my intention to continue with the argument concerning
water contamination by defoliants, as I feel that logic must win out eventually. At
the moment, where the electorate is being promised all sorts of things by all sides of
politics, it is rather pointless to continue until things settle after the scheduled
Federal election, mid to late May 2019. Not that we had much success with the

existing, but at least they know we exist.

ANZAC Day 2019: members are encouraged to attend and support your
Association. I will be there with you both physically and in spirit, as I continue with
the ABC commentary team, describing and making comments about each unit or

formation as they go by.
All the very best.
Sincerely

Dr John Carroll
Wednesday 03 April 2019















